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Dear Class of 2015, 


: | am writing you this letter in the spring of 2015, but | know you won't read it. You are all way too busy in the 
spring of 2015 planning the next exciting steps in your lives to read a yearbook letter from your Headmaster. 
You're going to flip right past this letter to your pictures and your friends' pictures and then put this 
yearbook on a shelf. 


Don't get me wrong, this isn't to say | think my letter will remain always unread. | know you'll read it, but 
you'll read it when everyone else reads the letter in the front of their high school yearbook: years later. You'll 
read this letter when you're reminiscing, when high school is a vague memory you are trying to recall. So let 
me address the future you, the you who will pull this book down off the shelf years later and try to remember 
who the class of 2015 was. Let me use this letter to tell you who you were. 


Class of 2015, you were talented, you were insightful, and you were committed to your art. | was proud of 
you on the many occasions when you achieved amazing things, but | was most proud of you when you were 
generous, as you often were, to your community and to each other. You were the artists, scholars, citizens 
that | imagined when | helped start the school in 1998. In short, you were a gift. You were a gift to Boston 
Arts Academy and a gift to me. 


| hope you have fond memories of Boston Arts Academy. | hope you remember the Safety Assemblies and 

the Flash Mobs. | hope you remember the amazing shows: the senior VA show, Winterfest, Springfest, "In 

the Heights," Senior Theatre Show, and the Senior Music Recitals. | hope you remember the amazing artists 

| who came to inspire and be inspired by you. | hope you remember the faculty and staff who worked with 
and for you to prepare you for your future, especially our beloved Ms. O'Halloran. But most of all | hope you 
remember each other. | Know | will never forget you. 


As | write this letter in 2015, | don't know what exactly what the future will bring. | know it will bring a 
renovated Boston Arts Academy. | believe it will bring many more amazing experiences, opportunities, and 
achievements for all of you. Boston Arts Academy was just the beginning. 


Thank you for being an amazing class, 


| 
| 
Ms. Clark 


Yearbook Committee 


Max Diers | Jeyrie Rodriguez | Aedan Clark | Yohanna Perez | 
Olivia Link | Yasmin Martinez| Heidi Petion | Advisor: Monika Aldarondo 


Cover Design by Aedan Clark 
Portrait Photos by Phyllis Bretholz 





Boston Arts Academy a . BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY DANCE DEPARTMENT PRESENTS 


Dance Department SPRINGFEST 


Senior Dance Project ~~ ea MAY 87:30 
ne = MAY 9/3:00, 7:30 


— 
January 17 |4pm & 7pm 


Boston University Dance Theater es 
915 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston BOSTON UNIVERSITY DANCE THEATER 
; TICKETS | $10, $5 STUDENTS 


Box Office (617) 358-2500 2 9 (617) 358-2500 


BOSTONARTSACADEMY.ORG/ DANCE 
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Gabriela Amy-Moreno 
Kalia Bing 
Zariyah Davis 


Mirna Dominguez 
Kiandrah Good-Eccles 
Olivia Hart 





Amara Headley 
Khris Henry 
Aireka Mercedes Hudson 


Nadia Issa 
Andrea Michelle Juarez Ramirez 
Miguel Lilly 


Olivia Link 
Estefania Londono 


Sierra Payne 


Mariah Potts 
D'amoura Rackard 
Brittney Rodriguez 





Johvanny Rodriguez 
Genesis Ariana Rodriguez-Maldonado 
Jordanna Ryan 





Britney Wilkerson 
NaShaya Nadine Wornum 








Boston Arts Academy’s music department presents 


WINTERFEST 
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| JAzZz NIGHT CHARLES STREET AME 
CHURCH 


— -- 


_ Berklee Performance Center 
551 Warren Street, Boston 
136 Massachusetts Avenue, | Tuesday, December 16 





6pm 


INSTRUMENTAL 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 





- Boston 6pm 
Thursday, December 18 
6pm 
| CLASSICAL NIGHT 
| Tickets . Boston Conservatory 
| 95 individuals 132 Ipswich Street, Boston 
| $10 families Wednesday, December 17th 
; 


Vanessa Abello 
Moses Abraham 
Brendan Cornish 


Miguel Diaz 
Alicia Feliciano 
Christoff Glaude 











Desmond Hankins 
Fabienne Rose Jean 
Michael Lopez 


Miguel "Guelo" Martinez 
Oscar Pitre 
Tal Rimoni 


Antonio Shiell-Loomis 
Joshua Sutherland 
Chantel Tavarez 


Ashley Villard 
Joy Young 
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Class of 2015 





VOCALMUSIC 
DEPARTMENT 


Nyasia Armand 
Kayla Banks 
Berline Charles 


Royanna Ellis-Shepard 
Alexander Fatato 
Mahamma Germain 


Ivette Gonzalez 
Midiyanuel Troy Hawkins 
Kanisha Machado 


Kenisse Machado 
Molly Martin 
Amaiya Mitchell 


Quazay Mungo 
Heidi Petion 
Adrian Pizzaro 
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Meredith Baez 
Jazmyne "Jazzy" Burgess 
Fray Michael Cordero 


Keila Fernandes 
Nathan Gonzalez 
Leatrae Gooding 
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Cassandra Guzman 
Joanna Pabon 
Sarel Peralta 


Alejandrina Percel 
Yohanna Perez 
Aaron Piracini 


Jeyrie Selena Rodriguez 
Carlos Simental-Pedrero 
Shanelle Chloe Villegas 
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Aedan Clark 
Sean Englert 








Maximus Theodore Francis Diers 


Isabelle Higgins 


Jhair James 
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Perla Ledesma 
Yasmin Danielle Martinez 
Kaleem Mims 


Daryl "LC" Raymond Newson-Grady 
Emilia Onthank 
Mariceliz Ortega 


Angela Ortiz 
Jaycob Shaquille Perez 
Thandi Ramsey 


Michael G. Rosario-Noboa 
Irene Sampson 
Kafe Williams-Kalez 
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DANCE DEPARTMENT 
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March 6th at 4PM 


Boston Arts Academy Black Box Theatre 


174 Ipswich st Boston, MA 
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Jazmine Rosare 








ELMA LEWIS 
GRADUATES WITH 
DISTINCTION 


Seniors who completed their 
Senior Grant Projects are Boston 
Arts Academy's Elma Lewis 
Graduates with Distinction. 






















Class of 2015 


Max Diers | Sean Englert | Jhair 
James | Perla Ledesma | Yasmin 
Martinez | Emilia Onthank | 
Michael Rosario | Isabelle Higgins 
| Alex Fatato | Kanisha Machado | 
Heidi Petion | Andrea Juarez | 
Olivia Link | Genesis Rodriquez | 
Nadia Issa | Yohanna Perez | 
Keila Fernandes & Shanelle 
Villegas | 


w4 


Grantees held workshops on a range of art forms and topics including 
painting, dance, self-esteem, and race. They created art work and music 
based on others' experiences of homelessness, sexism, and living with 
a family member who has autism. They created films on standardized 
testing and youth voice. They organized fundraisers and exhibitions to 
bring attention to the need for peace, pedestrian safety, and poverty. 
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SENIOR SUPERLATIVES! 


Most likely to pursue their 
dream... 
Leatrae Gooding 





Most likely to be singing in the 
hallways... 
Adrian Pizzaro 






Most likely to be ID'd when 
they're 30... 
Leatrae Gooding 





Most likely to become 
president of the United 
States... 


Nadia Issa 
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Most likely to be caught texting 
in class... 
Kiandrah Good-Eccles 





Most likely to find cures for a 
disease... 
Olivia Link 








Most likely to be caught 
reading... 


Kafe Williams -Kalez 


universe... 
Brendan Cornish 





Most likely to be caught sleeping 
in class... 
Christoff Jamal Claude 





Most likely to show up late for 
their own wedding... 
Chris Henry 





Most likely to invent 
something... 
Brendan Cornish 





Most likely to be Tumblr famous... 
Isabelle Higgins 





Most likely to be the cool mom/ Most likely to cross over Most likely to cross over 
dad... majors (tei)... majors (tie)... 
Jaycob Perez 


Jeyrie Rodriquez 


: 


Jazzy Burgess 
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Most likely to be found rehearsing/ Most fierce... Loudest nose blower.. 
icreating late at night... Genesis Rodriquez Christoff Glaude. 
Chris Henry 





. . ME . 
Most hipster... Most likely to be an Best shoulder to cry on... 
Aedan Clark unsung hero... Nadia Issa 
Jhair James 





The knittiest... Most Insightful... Most lucious facial hair... 
Maximus Diers Shanelle Chloe Villegas Sean Englert 
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It is with great sadness that we announce the death of our dear colleague and friend, Deidre O'Halloran, Director 
of Student Activities. She passed away on Thursday, November 20 after a heroic battle with cancer. 

Born and raised in Hollywood, Florida, Ms. O'Halloran moved to Boston in 1976 to attend college on a full tennis 
scholarship. She obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and a Master's degree in Education from Boston 
University in 1982. For the next five years she worked for the Mass Department of Social Services as a social 
worker prior to entering the field of education. 

Ms. O'Halloran came to Boston Arts Academy in 2003 as the school's first Wellness Coordinator. She was 
instrumental in building the Health and Wellness Team into the multi-service department it is today, providing 
counseling and support services to over 200 students and families a year. She also mentored Student Government, 
as well as supervised the formation of over two dozen student-affinity clubs, giving voice and access to students 
throughout the school. She gave us the gift and school-wide practice of Restorative Justice, a concept that focuses 
on the needs of the victims and the offenders, instead of just punishing the offender. In every sense of the word, 
Ms. O'Halloran was the heart of Boston Arts Academy and became the go-to person for anyone wanting to check-in 
on the needs of a single student or the general mood of the entire student body. 

To her colleagues, Ms. O'Halloran always ensured that projects ran smoothly, with good humor and openness to 
new ideas and inspiration. She is the cornerstone upon which so many programs have been built. She will be sorely 
missed, but always remembered for her passion and commitment to BAA, its students, families, faculty and staff. 


Students memories with Ms. O’Halloran 


She would always smile at me in the hallway when | was having a good or bad day and ask me how | was doing. 
When Advisory 14 bought Ms.O'Halloran flowers and a cake to show how much we appreciated her. 


Ms. O'Halloran HATED when | swore. She would follow me around and would tell me to stop it. | hated it my 
freshman year. But as the years progressed O'Halloran would always be happy to see me and | cut down 
significantly on my swearing. | can still feel her cringe when | occasionally swear. 


| strained my achilles in modern class and she tried to carry me, but it was such a fail! We both started dying! | love her! 


She helped me find my advisory during my freshmen year. 


My first year at Boston Arts Academy, entering as a 10th grader, | was lost for the first month, not knowing anything and scared out of my life when 
Ms. O'Halloran helped me out every day and made me feel safe with her kind and wonderful soul. 


Thank you for being not only a teacher but a friend. 


| remember emailing you while you were away on medical leave. You were so proud of the achievements I've done. | couldn't of done them 
without your love and support Ms. O'Halloran. Thank you for being the best advisor ever. | love you! 

-Mahamma Germain 

P.S. ADVISORY 14 TILL THE END!!! 


Whenever | walk down the hallway and she would tell me to take my hat off and we'd joke around. 
She helped me when | would often get lost around the school and guides me to where | need to be. 
Student Government! Not the same without her. 
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| remember her yelling at me and Alicia for coming late to advisory, little did she know we were buying her a birthday cake and flowers, she started _ 
crying of joy! f 


it 
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| remember how she would always say how talented | was and even tell other people in the halls. 


| swear she was my biggest fan at school. 


Rest In Peace, 
Mom of BAA. 


We will always love you. 
Ms. O'Halloran, you won't 


ce ever be forgotten. 










eodore Francis Diers 


"Happiness can be found ev 
‘darkest of times, If one only rem 
: turn on the light."-Dumbledore 


My family, my friends, 
my people. 
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF AEDAN CLARK 
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Best friends matching yogurts 


The President and the eri irst Ni at! ! Winterfest 2013 
Valedictorian 
Best friends matching yogurts 


Springfest 2014 We Ue a | Volunteering at the Microsoft : 
7 Center 





Waited in a two hour long line to American Academy 6f Ballet Co-choréographers: “dancer 
see Swan Lake diet$ BE like...fake food" 





Vasmin Mertinez 
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Unlike people / 
whe Carry 
diaries or 90 
te counseling, 
lyse movement 
to tell my 
story!! 
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Genii from the block 











Everything | touch, feel and smell has 
an effect upon who | am as an artist. 
It is like being blindfolded and being 
forced to use the heart and mind to 
34 Understand emotions. 
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36 and cruel as the bitterness of life." Diego Rivera 
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”¥ou hear 
that? That’s 
market bacon 
hitting the 
pan. Today a 
Child is born 
unto Us, and 
his name will 
be Bacon?’ 


- Wallace 
Wells 
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Good 
Bye 


Gerry's Page LOSERSSS 


She's a loser 























Srey gent 


BSN nage 


Dad © 


if Cam wants to know what | 


thought about that song tell to let 


me sleep on it and I'll give him an 


answer in the morning. 
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Always Walking 
On sunshine 
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believe that 
people are really 
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Anne Frank 
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l want to reach for the stars and a 
shine brightly like them, that way | 
. when | depart from this world — 

_2 and join them, I will am know | 
Ls LY Bee what to do. 
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Class of 2015 
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_ [have made so many 
wonderful friends at 
BAA and | have made 
strong Bonds. | am 
Glad | made that life 
ChaNGING decision My 
freshman year... | will 
love and miss you all. 





Love, The Quaz 
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Black 
Lives 
Matter 
Protest! 
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HEAVY METAL 
CONCERT! 


———-— 2.4. 


Senior Grant: 
Pedestrian Safety 
PAN El asl alstsrsy 


Good times at Putney! 












These four years m digh School have been a great 
expertence, even all the tough moments J had to 
face. 9 overcame and accomplished many 
things. Being part of this has made me learn more 
about myself also ut made me see 40 many other 
things 9 will accomplish sooner or later. Jhank you 
everyone for the lovely journey. 2015 WE MADE IT! 
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I feel thaF BAA has "23. 


helped:me to develap F wiaa 


my Skifisand, = 
imagination asan 
Fatty amare) a Miri (0) (-M ce] 
create more ideas and 


= stories for my cartoon 


characters than | ever 
=. did before. | also feel 
soethat | have had a lot of 
support from my VA 
teachers in my skills. 
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My journey at this 
school has taught 
me many things 
in life but the 
most important of 
all was to do what 

| love. 
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Michael Lapez 


Life and love are what 
give color to our 
black and white world. 
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Nadia Issa ae 
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In order to move on in our lives, we must 
understand that everything happens for a 
reason. Love. Learn. Live. 

Kenisse Machado 


















It's not about 
where voul 
ame from.its 
about wheré 
vou re gos ! 
-Miguel Lilly 
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YOUKNOW YOUGOTOBAA WHEN... 


When you've gotta keep 
an eve On Your pencils. 


The teachers truly love woe 
students 
Students pretend to have 
injuries €O Get of te 
eq elevator 


YOUF SCNOO! MascoE is d sieeo 








Nobody can explain what 
SEMIN 15 


You practically live here 





Teachers have a secret YouTube 


channel to rehearse for their lunch a7; 
dance outbreaks/safety assembly  —> "WZ 


The hat rule is abolished 


It's time to leave ... And no 
one leaves 





You hear musicians’ drums drumming, dancers d 
theater majors acting....& the VA's 

lost nowhere to be found...ohh wait they 

have their own floor.... 
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